Level 3 photography
Key Points for Analysing a Photograph
When analysing a photograph, it is important that you always note down Title, Photographer, and Date. This is important because it shows you are doing more than just photocopying an image, and it also makes it easier if you want to look up more images by that photographer.
· When you describe the photograph, consider:

Subject Matter (what is in the photograph?)

Genre (Landscape, Portraiture, Documentary…or a combination)
Include the title, artists name, date of the work and size if relevant 
· When you talk about the composition of an image, mention:
From what viewpoint has the photograph been taken? (high, low, front on etc.)

What effect does this viewpoint give?

What kind of lines, shapes, patterns, textures are there?

What is the focal point?
Where does your eye go? What makes your eye go here?

How has depth of field / focus been used?
· Technical aspects of an image include:

What kind of print is it?

What camera and negative format has been used? (8x10, 120 twin lens, 35mm SLR etc)

Exposure – how has depth of field and shutter speed been used?

What type of lighting has been used? (natural, flash, studio lights)

Has the lighting been used to create an effect? (hard, soft, contrast, shadow, directional)

Have any other techniques been used?

· The meaning and/or intention of the work:

What was the photograph trying to achieve by producing the artwork?

Was the artist trying to tell a story, make a comment, or judgement?

How did the photographer interact with their subject?

· Evaluate the artwork:

What are the qualities of the photograph?

What is successful or unsuccessful in the image?

Do you like, dislike the photograph? Why?

Do you think it is an important photograph?

· Photographers details:

What have you found out about the photographers life and career?
